* The Recall of Ya^athingyan *
of men. He proved it to himself., but his subjects were
not deceived. Those directly in his power cordially de-
tested him; they felt not an atom of admiration for
his rule; while certain others, whose situation was more
independent, summed him up and decided it was safe
to rebel.

One morning, after Yazathingyan had been in Dalla
about two years, news reached the palace that the Duke
of Martaban had refused to pay revenue and was col-
lecting an army. Martaban was at the extreme south-
east of the kingdom, four hundred miles from Pagan.
Its duke was a feudatory, one of the few remaining
feudatories in Burma, the country as a whole being ad-
ministered by official governors.

This news of the defection of Martaban was immedi-
ately followed by the further news that the hill tribes
resident west of the Irrawaddy had descended from
their mountain villages and were raiding the plain up
to the river.

The effect of this intelligence upon Narathihapate
was devastating. After an initial reaction, when he re-
fused to believe that anyone would dare to flout him,
he became much alarmed and summoned the Council.
In a manner which he tried to make haughty and col-
lected, he desired his ministers to advise him. The dis-
cussion which followed revealed the strategical posi-
tion to be of special difficulty. To attack the Duke
meant exposing flank and communications to the hill
tribes; to operate first against the latter would lead the
former to believe that with the army engaged else-
where, it was his opportunity to break out; and to
operate simultaneously against both would deplete the
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